Village of Ocean Beach Environmental Commission (VOBEC)
Annual Report to the Board of Trustees
31 January, 2026

As required by the by-laws of the Village of Ocean Beach, this Commission is submitting an
annual report for the year 2025. This supplements our minutes, which have been forwarded to
the Board of Trustees, Mayor Jim Mallot, and Joe DiFrancisco on a regular basis.

The Commission

Commission Members: Mayor Mallott made the following appointments to the commission
during 2025:

Camille Guigliano

Beth Jacobwitz (Chair)
Sage Block

David Lipsky (secretary)
Lisa Lowe

Emily Wicks

Sage Block

Griffin Pollak

Number of meetings held in 2025: 18

Dates of meetings: Jan. 28, Feb. 18, Mar. 20, Apr. 8 & 28, May 12, June 2 & 22, July 6 & 20,
Aug. 3 & 12, Sept. 8 & 25, Oct. 14 & 25, Nov. 19, Dec. 17.

Minutes of these meetings are filed in the Village Office.

Accomplishments

Communication
In our effort to educate and communicate with the public, we sent out four newsletters on various
topics to our mailing list:

Tools for our Environment

The Great South Bay

Spring Updates and Opening Tips
Microplastics



We also respond, as needed, when members of the community send us emails with ideas,
questions, or issues. A number of our new/ongoing projects have been a consequence of this
type of communication.

On Facebook, VOBEC responds as needed to environmental questions posted on the Ocean
Beach Bulletin Board, has an Instagram account which posts on current environmental items of
interest and maintains a “Fauna and Flora” page, whereby members of the community can
crowd-source the identification of various fauna and flora observed in Fire Island.

Community Composting

We have implemented a community composting program. Currently the bins are located on the
Windswept side deck. To date, approximately 20 community members have signed on to
participate and we expect that number to increase this season.

Natural Resources Inventory Map

We are required by section 10-5(C) of the Village code, to “Conduct and maintain an inventory
of the natural resources within the Village of Ocean Beach”. We have created an ArcGIS
program to identify trees and other natural resources on public and private land. We are reaching
out to community members for their assistance in identifying trees and shrubs on their property.

Recycling Bins
Six recycling bins were located throughout the Village last summer. All were heavily utilized
and we a hoping to increase the number of cans this year.

Tree Planting/Plant Swap Event/Brush Collection

Last year we held our second annual tree giveaway/plant swap with increased participation from
the community. We also implemented a brush collection project. We had ten community
members participate and we are hoping to expand this year.

Oyster Shell Recovery

In our fourth year, VOBEC has continued to be an import liaison between the restaurants and
Half Shells for Habitat. Thanks to Maguires, Matthews, and Castaways for their tireless work
with this project.

Nineteenth Annual Environmental Awareness Day

Robyn Silvestri from Save the Great South Bay discussed their initiatives to improve the water
quality in the Great South Bay and how we can help. This year’s event was a Friday evening
Happy Hour, which was very successful.

Beach Management: Beach Clean-up



We participated in our 39th annual Ocean Conservancy International Coastal Clean-up on 20

September. As in past years, we helped organize the participation of communities from Robbins
Rest to Point O’Woods.

Beach Management: Dune Day
Dune Day went forward on a Sunday this year, November 2, 2025, without the assistance of our
professional planters. We were still able to plant XX beach grass plant seedlings.

Goals for 2026

We plan to:

m Maintain and strengthen our relationship with the Village administration, FINS, other
Fire Island communities, the OB lifeguards, the Ocean Beach carter, and various

community groups.

m Continue and expand our ongoing projects:

o
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20™ Annual Environmental Awareness Day

40™ International Beach Clean-up, currently planned for 19 September
Plant Swap, date to be determined

Dune Day date to be determined

Oyster Shell Recovery

Collaborate with the Ocean Beach Youth Group

Review enforcement of Local Law 6, commonly known as “Tree Legislation”
Continue our Instagram Account and Newsletter to further our mission of
community education

Work on beach management plan

Expand community composting

Move forward with Natural Resource Inventory

Expand brush clean-up day

m Begin new projects:

Work with the Board on solid waste management.

Participate in the contract negotiations with the carter for solid waste
management.

Advise the Board when reviewing and amending Chapter 96 of the Village
Code: Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse (§ 96-1 — § 96-8)

Liaise with the Village to obtain a complementary waste audit report


https://ecode360.com/7717764
https://ecode360.com/7717764

m  Support the Mayor, Board, our liaison, and the community as needed.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Jacobwitz
Chair of VOBEC



