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VILLAGE OF OCEAN BEACH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes 
Zoom 

April 8 2026, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Sage Block, Camille Guigliano, Beth Jacobwitz, David Lipsky, Lisa Lowe (late),  Emily 

Wicks, Griffin Pollak 
 

1.​ Minutes. VOBEC Approved February Minutes.  
 

2.​ Newsletter. EW sent Spring Newsletter. Possible topic for next newsletter 
discussed. 

 
3.​ Plant Swap on May 17th. Plants are set to be delivered May 8th to BJ house. 

VOBEC will be sharing the OB Dock with OBFD.  
Action: LL to contact Kevin Schilling about tables etc 
​ BJ to follow up with Joe DiFrancisco about funds available for chipping 
​ BJ to reach out to Robyn Sylvestri about participation 
​ SB/EW to advertise event 
 

4.​ Website. BJ circulated edits to the website. VOBEC discussed adding information to 
the website about composting and the NRI project. 

Action: All to review 
GP to draft composting section.  
 SB to draft an NRI section. 

 
5.​ Recycling. VOBEC awaiting response on recycling pilot success/challenges. 

Action: SB to follow up again.  
 ​ CG to draft a new recycle sticker and check in on the allowable 

recyclables in the garbage contract.  
 BJ to follow up with JD on contract terms. 

 
6.​ Garbage Contract Renewal. Need update from Joe DiFransisco.  

Action: BJ to follow up with JD on contract terms. 
 

7.​ Solid Waste Composting Discussion. Daniel Ricci at the DEC proposed to make a 
presentation to the Village on solid waste management.  

Action: CG to reach back out for materials or presentation 

https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=XzYwcTMwYzFnNjBvMzBlMWk2MG80YWMxZzYwcmo4Z3BsODhyajJjMWg4NHMzNGg5ZzYwczMwYzFnNjBvMzBjMWc4Z3NqNGg5bzZjb2thZ3E1OGNyNDhncGc2NG8zMGMxZzYwbzMwYzFnNjBvMzBjMWc2MG8zMmMxZzYwbzMwYzFnNnAyajZkaGg2MTFqZ2c5bDhrczNpaDFrNm9zMzBjOWk2OHAzaWMxbjZjczRjZWExOGNvZyBzYWdlYWJsb2NrQG0


   
8.​ NRI. No Update. SB to continue working and posting about it.  

 
9.​ Community Composting. VOBEC discussed the need to raise interest for Summer 

2026.  
Action: EW to send around a new composting interest questionnaire  
 

10.​ Instagram. VOBEC will focus on Composting, Plant Swap, NRI posts for the weeks 
coming up to Summer 2026.  

 
11.​Beach Management Plan. DL circulated a draft of the Beach Management Plan.  

Action: All members should look at the outline, identify areas of interest to e 
discussed. Preliminary research on particular sections, but final decision on who 
will cover which section to be made next meting.  
 

12.​Enforcement of tree legislation. Landscaping flyer approved by VOBEC members. 
Action: BJ to draft certification proposal 

EW to add a contact for questions, BJ will send it to JD. 
 

13.​EAD. Scheduled for July 11th, 11:00 AM at Windswept with Guest Speaker Adrienne 
Esposito.  

 
14.​Summer intern. No response from potential intern, presumption is lack of interest. 
 
15.​Spring Lecture 

Action: BJ to reach out to Robyn Sylvestri about a Native Plants Spring Lecture, 
possibly in conjunction with Plant swap.  

 
16. SEQRA. VOBEC discussed SEQRA reform.  

Action: SB to follow up with OB Planning Board to understand possible impacts 
or history of EIS in OB.  

 
17. Next VOBEC Meeting:  May 5th 7:30 PM on Zoom.  
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