
Village of Ocean Beach Environmental Commission 
Presents 

10th Annual Environmental Awareness Day 
September 11, 2016 

1 PM – Ocean Beach Community House 
 

The Great South Bay and the Long Island Nitrogen 
Action Plan 

What it May Mean for Fire Island and South Shore Communities 
 

Our speaker for Environmental Awareness Day-2016 will be Angus Eaton-Director of 
the Bureau of Water Resource Management-New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). 

The Great South Bay has been classified as an impaired water bodies due to excessive 
nitrogen.  Excessive levels of nitrogen from sources such as wastewater and septic 
systems, fertilizers, stormwater and groundwater, and the air are harming the Great 
South Bay’s ecosystem; adversely impacting the salt marshes that are critical in 
protecting coastal communities from storm surges, harming the eel grass beds that are 
an important food source and provide critical habitat for aquatic organisms, and 
fostering harmful algal blooms that are already adversely impacting flora and fauna of 
the Great South Bay.   
 
Under the Clean Water Act, NYSDEC and EPA are furthering plans to reduce nitrogen 
releases from wastewater treatment plants and septic systems and fertilizer use on 
Long Island. To that end, the NYSDEC is working with local communities and 
stakeholders on a Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan (LINAP).  These plans are likely to 
have an impact on south shore communities.   There has already been one public 
meeting on Long Island to receive public comment on the LINAP and this is an 
opportunity to learn more about what the LINAP might mean for you.  
 

Mr. Eaton will discuss: 

• The importance of the sea grasses and marshes to Great South Bay’s ecosystem 
• The adverse impacts that the excessive nitrogen is having on the Bay’s ecosystems 
• The management strategies being considered under the LINAP 
• The potential impact that the plan may have on south shore communities in both 

sewered and non-sewered areas 
• Opportunities for further public involvement in reducing nitrogen impacts to our 

coastal waters 


